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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1, (Cancelled) 


2. (Amended) The threaded screw fastener as set forth in 
Claim 4- 32 , wherein: 

said dual drive means integrally formed upon said 
head portion of said threaded screw fastener comprises first 
hexagonally configured drive means for engagement by corre- 
spondingly hexagonally configured rotary drive tool means, 
and second Phillips head drive means for engagement by corre 
spondingly Phillips head configured rotary drive tool means. 


3. (Amended) The threaded screw fastener as set forth in 
Claim 2, wherein: 

said underlying washer member of said head portion 
of said threaded screw fastener comprises a substantially 
circular washer member integrally formed upon said one end of 
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said threaded shank portion; 

said first hexagonally configured drive means com- 
prises upstanding structure disposed atop said substantially 
circular washer member; and 

said second Phillips head drive means comprises a 
substantially X-shaped recessed portion defined within an ax- 
ially central region of said first hexagonally configured 
upstanding structure disposed upon said substantially circu- 
lar washer member, 


4- (Amended) The threaded screw fastener as set forth in 
Claim 3, wherein: 

said substantially circular washer member has a 
predetermined diametrical extent as defined by said periphe- 
ral l^ejctejio^na edge portion; and 

said first hexagonally configured drive means, 
comprising said upstanding structure disposed atop said sub- 
stantially circular washer member, has a diametrical extent 
which is looo than substantially the same as said predeterm- 
ined diametrical extent of said substantially circular washer 
member such that an annuiks H^ a plurality of shoulder portions^ 
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are -m- defined upon said substantially circular washer member 
between said first hexagonally configured upstanding struc- 
ture and said peripheral ly extending edge portion of said 
substantially circular washer member. 


5. (Amended) The threaded screw fastener as set forth in 
Claim -3- _4, wherein: 

said first hexagonally configured upstanding 
structure disposed atop said substantially circular washer 
member has a plurality of upstanding facets disposed around a 
peripheral porrion of said upstanding structure; and 

said head portion of oaid threaded ocrcw faotcncr 
further compriQQc a dome-shaped, circumf erentially extending 
downwardly sloped surface portion extends extending between, 
and interconnecting interconnects , said substantially X-shap- 
ed recessed portion and said peripheral portion of said hex- 
agonally configured upstanding structure defined by said plu- 
rality of upstanding facets. 
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6. (Amended) The threaded screw fastener as set forth in 
Claim 2, wherein: 

said underlying washer member of said head portion 
of said threaded screw fastener comprises a substantially 
circular washer member integrally formed upon said one end of 
said threaded ghank portion and comprising said peripherally 
extending edge portion; 

said first hexagonally configured e ^ructural drive 
means comprises a plurality of facets defined within said 
peripheral ly extending edge portion of said substantially 
circular washer member; and 

said second Phillips head otruotura ^ drive means 
comprises a substantially X-shaped recessed portion defined 
within an axially central region of said overlyin g dome-shap- 
ed circumferentially extending downwardly slop ed surface por- 
tion of said head portion of said threaded screw fastener. 


7« (Amended) The threaded screw fastener as : set forth in 
Claim -3- j>, wherein: 

said head portion of said threaded Dorow fagtonw 
further oompriooo a dome-shaped, circumferentially extending 

5 

PAGE 9131 * RCVD AT 511012006 1 1 :09:41 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/9 1 DNIS:2738300 * CSID:301 762 6203 * DURATION (mm-$s):0M6 

REST AVAILABLE COPY 


MAY-10-2006 112 21 


SCHWARTZ & WEINRIEB 


301 762 6203 P. 


downwardly sloped surface portion extends cntanding between, 
and intorconnooting interconnects , said substantially X-shap- 
ed recessed portion and said peripheral portion of said hex- 
agonally configured drive means comprising said plurality of 
facets defined within said peripherally extendi ng edge por- 
tion of said substantially circular washer member. 


8. (Amended) The threaded screw fastener as set forth in 
Claim Or A_ t wherein: 

paid head portion of oaid threaded' oorcw faotcnor 
compriooo a oubotantia - lly oircular waohcr member integrally 
formed upon oaid ono ond of oaid throadod ohank portion and 
comprising a peripheral odgc portions 

said first hexagonally configured drive means com- 
prises a plurality of facets radially set back from said pe- 
ripheral l^__exteno^n£ edge portion of said substantially cir- 
cular washer member while corner regions defined between ad- 
jacent ones of said plurality of facets are disposed at said 
peripheral ly extending edge portion of said substantially 
circular washer member; and 

said second Phillips head drive means comprises a 
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substantially X- shaped recessed portion defined within an ax- 
ially central region of said overlying dome-shaped ci rcumfe- 
rentially extending downwardly sloped surface portion o f said 
head portion of said threaded screw fastener. 


9. (Cancelled) 


10. (Amended) The threaded screw fastener as' set forth in 
Claim i 32 , wherein: 

said dual drive means integrally formed upon said 
head portion of said threaded screw fastener comprises first 
hexagonally configured drive means for engagement by corre- 
spondingly hexagonally configured rotary drive tool means, 
and second head drive means selected from the group compris- 
ing Phillips head drive means, Torx drive' means, six-lobe 
drive means, internal hex drive means f and square drive means 
for engagement by correspondingly configured rotary drive 
tool means. 

i 
! 

7 
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11. (Cancelled) 


12. (Amended) The rotary drive tool as set forth in Claim 44r 
33., wherein said drive means comprises: 

hexagonally configured structural means for engag- 
ing a correspondingly hexagonally configured: drive means 
formed upon the head portion of the threaded screw fastener. 


13. (Amended) The rotary drive tool as set forth in Claim ±i 
33, wherein said drive means comprises: 

Phillips head structural means fojr engaging a cor- 
respondingly Phillips head configured drive means formed upon 
the head portion of the threaded screw fastener. 


14. (Original) The rotary drive tool as set jforth in Claim 4i 
33 , wherein said drive means comprises : 

e i 
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drive means selected from the group comprising 
Phillips head drive means, Torx drive means, : six-lobe drive 
means / internal hex drive means, and square drive means for 
engaging a correspondingly Phillips head drive means, Torx 
drive means, six-lobe drive means, internal hex drive means, 
and square drive means formed upon the head portion of the 
threaded screw fastener. 


15. (Amended) The rotary drive tool as set forth in Claim i4- 
33, wherein said drive means comprises: 

dual drive means integrally formed within said 
socket member for permitting the threaded screw fastener to 
be rotatably driven into a substrate by either one of said 
dual drive means when either one of said dual drive means is 
respectively engaged with a corresponding drive means inte- 
grally formed upon the head portion of the threaded screw 
fastener. 


16, (Original) The rotary tool as set forth iin Claim 15, 

9 

! 

! 
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wherein: 

said dual drive means integrally formed within said 
socket member comprises first hexagonally configured drive 
means for engaging a correspondingly hexagonally configured 
drive means formed upon the head portion of the threaded 
screw fastener, and second Phillips head drive means for en- 
gaging a correspondingly Phillips head configured drive means 
formed upon the head portion of the threaded; screw fastener. 


17. (Original) The rotary tool as set forth in Claim 16/ 

i 
i 

wherein: 

said hexagonally configured drive means comprises a 
plurality of facets disposed upon an inner peripheral wall 
portion of said socket member; and 

said Phillips head drive means comprises a substan- 
tially X-shaped projection disposed at an axiially central 
portion within said socket member. 


18, (Original) The rotary tool as set forth 


10 


in Claim 15, 
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wherein: 

said dual drive means integrally formed within said 
socket member comprises first hexagonally configured drive 
means for engaging a correspondingly hexagonally configured 
drive means formed upon the head portion of the threaded 
screw fastener, and second drive means selected from the 
group comprising Phillips head drive means, Torx drive means, 
six-lobe drive means, internal hex drive means, and square 
drive means for engaging a correspondingly configured drive 
means formed upon the head portion of the threaded screw fas- 
tener. 

i 
I 
i 
1 

19. (Cancelled) j 


20. (Amended) The combination as set forth in Claim 34^ 
wherein: : 

said rotary drive tool further comprises a socket 
member defined around a longitudinal axis for enveloping said 

head portion of said threaded screw fastened ; and 

! 

11 

! 
1 

1 
I 

I 
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» 

said drive means defined upon said jrotary drive 
tool for engaging at least one of said dual drive means de- 
fined upon said head portion of said threaded screw fastener 
is disposed internally within said socket member. 

! 

i 
1 

i 

j 
i 

21. (Amended) The combination as set forth in Claim 4^ 3±, 

wherein: • 

said dual drive means integrally formed upon said 
head portion of said threaded screw fastener! comprises first 
hexagonally configured drive means for engagement by corre- 

i 

spondingly hexagonally configured rotary drive tool means, 
and second Phillips head drive means for engagement by cor- 
respondingly Phillips head configured rotaryj drive tool 
means; and ; 

said drive means defined upon saijd rotary drive 
tool comprises at least one of hexagonally configured drive 

means for engaging said hexagonally configurjed drive means 

i 

formed upon said head portion of said threaded screw fasten- 
er, and Phillips head configured drive means for engaging 

i 

said Phillips head configured drive means fdrmed upon said 

j 

head portion of said threaded screw fastener. 
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22 . (Original) The combination as set forth djn Claim 21, 

i 

wherein: j 

said dual drive means integrally formed upon said 

head portion of said threaded screw fastener j comprises first 

j 

hexagonally configured drive means for engagement by corre- 
spondingly hexagonally configured rotary drive tool means, 
and second Phillips head drive means for engagement by cor- 
respondingly Phillips head configured rotary drive tool 
means; and 

said drive means defined upon said- rotary drive 
tool comprises both hexagonally configured derive means for 

engaging said first hexagonally configured djrive means formed 

1 

upon said head portion of said threaded screw fastener, and 
Phillips head configured drive means for engaging said second 
Phillips head configured drive means formed jupon said head 
portion of said threaded screw fastener. j 


23. (Amended) The combination as set forth ijn Claim ±3- 34_* 

wherein: ! 

said dual drive means integrally formed upon said 
head portion of said threaded screw fastener comprises first 
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hexagonally configured drive means for engagement by corre- 


spondingly hexagonally configured rotary drive tool means, 

! 

and second drive means selected from the groijip comprising 
Phillips head drive means, Torx drive means, six-lobe drive 

means, internal hex drive means, and square drive means for 

1 

engagement by correspondingly configured rotary drive tool 

i 

means; and ■ 

said drive means defined upon saidj rotary drive 

j 

tool comprises both hexagonally configured drive means for 
engaging said first hexagonally configured drive means formed 

upon said head portion of said threaded screi* fastener, and 

i 

second drive means, selected from the group bomprising Phil- 

! 

lips head drive means, Torx drive means, sixj-lobe drive 

! 

means, internal hex drive means, and square prive means, for 

engaging a corresponding one of said second jdrive means form- 

1 

ed upon said head portion of said threaded sjcrew fastener. 


24. (Amended) The combination as set forth iln Claim 20, 
wherein: 

said head portion of quid threaded^ oorow fastener 


hao a conveKly configured dome - ohapod ourfooo portion; and 
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i 

I 
i 

i 
i 
i 
l 
t 
! 
i 

said socket member has a concavely ^configured dome- 

i 

shaped surface portion disposed internally within said socket 
member for accommodating said correspondingly convexly con- 
figured dome-shaped surface portion of said head portion of 
said threaded screw fastener. j 


25. (Original) A threaded screw fastener, adapted to be ro- 
tatably driven into a substrate, comprising: 

a shank portion defined around a lpngitudinal axis; 

a head portion formed upon one end of said shank 
portion; and 

i 

a plurality of threads disposed upon said shank 
portion of said threaded screw fastener; 

each one of said plurality of threads disposed upon 
said shank portion of said threaded screw faistener comprising 
a rearward flank portion and a forward flankj portion; 

wherein said forward flank portionj of each one of 

i 

said plurality of threads comprises first anjd second radially 

i 

outer and radially inner flank surfaces, and wherein further, 

i 

said second radially inner forward flank surface is disposed 
at a steeper angle with respect to said lone itudinal axis of 
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said shank portion than is said first radially outer forward 
flank surface such that less material is effectively present 
upon said forward flank portion of each one of said plurality 
of threads within the vicinity of said longitudinal axis of 
said shank portion such that installation torque of said 

threaded screw fastener, when installed within the substrate, 

i 

is substantially reduced ♦ 


26. (Original) The threaded screw fastener as set forth in 
Claim 25/ wherein: 

said rearward flank portion of each one of said 
plurality of threads is disposed substantially perpendicular 
to said longitudinal axis of said shank portion such that 
pull-out resistance of said threaded screw fastener, after 


being installed within the substrate, is sub 
creased* 


stantially in- 


27. (Original) The threaded screw fastener as set forth in 
Claim 2 6, wherein: 
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said rearward flank portion of eac4 one of said 

i 

plurality of threads comprises first and second radially out- 

i 

er and radially inner flank surfaces, and wherein further, 
said second radially inner rearward flank surface is disposed 
at a steeper angle with respect to said longitudinal axis of 
said shank portion than is said first radially outer rearward 
flank surface such that pull-out resistance Of said threaded 
screw fastener, when installed within the substrate, is sub- 
stantially increased. 


set forth in 


flank surface is 
within the range 


28. (Amended) The threaded screw fa3tener as 
Claim 27, wherein: 

said first radially outer forward 
disposed at an angular orientation which is 
of 20-40° with respect to a radius of said shank portion; 

said second radially inner forward^ flank surface is 
disposed at an angular orientation which is within the range 
of 0-35° with respect to said radius of said shank portion; 

said first radially outer rearward flank surface is 
disposed at an angular orientation which is 


0-7° with respect to said radius of said shank portion; and 
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said second radially outer rearwarci 
is disposed at an angular orientation which 
range of 0-7° with respect to said first 
ward flank surface. 


radially 


flank surface 
within the 

outer rear- 


29-31. (Cancelled) 


of said threaded 


32. (New) (Original) A threaded screw fastener adapted to be 
rotatably driven into a substrate, comprising: 

a threaded shank portion defined ajround a longitud- 
inal axis; 

a head portion formed upon one end 
shank portion, wherein said head portion comprises an under- 
lying washer member having a peripherally extending edge por- 
tion disposed within a radially outwardly extending plane 
with respect to said longitudinal axis of salid threaded shank 
portion, and an overlying dome-shaped circuit.f erentially ex- 
tending downwardly sloped surface portion extending downward- 
ly toward said underlying washer member such that first peri- 
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pheral edge portions of said downwardly extending overlying 
domed surface portion meet with second peripheral edge sec- 
tions of said peripherally extending edge portion of said 
underlying washer member which are disposed within said ra- 
dially outwardly extending plane; and 

dual drive means integrally formed upon said head 
portion of said threaded screw fastener for permitting said 
threaded screw fastener to be rotatably driven into a sub- 

i 

strate by either one of two different types of rotary drive 
tools when either one of the two different t^pes of rotary 
drive tools is respectively engaged with a corresponding one 
of said dual drive means integrally formed upon said head 
portion of said threaded screw fastener. 


33. (New) A rotary drive tool for rotatably (driving a thread- 
ed screw fastener into a substrate , comprising: 

a socket member defined around a longitudinal axis 
for enveloping the head portion of a threaded screw fastener; 

a concavely configured dome-shapeq surface portion 
defined internally within said socket member for accommodat- 
ing a correspondingly convexly configured dome-shaped head 
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portion of the threaded screw fastener; and 

drive means defined within said socket 
engaging drive means defined upon the head port 
threaded screw fastener so as to rotatably drive 
screw fastener in order to install the threaded 
er into the substrate- 


member for 
ion of the 

the threaded 
screw fasten- 


34. (New) In combination, a threaded screw fastener adapted 
to be rotatably driven into a substrate, and a rotary drive 
tool for rotatably driving said threaded screw fastener, com- 
prising : 

a threaded screw fastener comprisi 
shank portion defined around a longitudinal 

portion formed upon one end of said threaded shank portion, 
wherein said head portion comprises an underlying washer 
member having a peripherally extending edge 
within a radially outwardly extending plane 
said longitudinal axis of said threaded shan 


ng a threaded 
axis; a head 


portion disposed 
with respect to 
k portion, and an 


overlying convexly configured dome-shaped circumf erentially 


extending downwardly sloped surface portion 
wardly toward said underlying washer member 
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extending down- 
such that first 
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peripheral edge portions of said downwardly extending overly- 
ing domed surface meet with second peripheral edge sections 
of said peripherally extending edge portion of said underly- 

i 

ing washer member which are dispo3ed within ^aid radially 

! 

outwardly extending plane; and dual drive meAns integrally 
formed upon said head portion of said threaded screw fastener 
for permitting said threaded screw fastener to be rotatably 

driven into a substrate by either one of twoj different types 

I 

of rotary drive tools when either one of the two different 
types of rotary drive tools is respectively engaged with a 
corresponding one of said dual drive means integrally formed 
upon said head portion of said threaded screw fastener; and 
a rotary drive tool for rotatably driving said 

threaded screw fastener into a substrate, salid rotary drive 

i 

tool having drive means defined thereon for engaging at least 
one of said dual drive means defined upon said head portion 
of said threaded screw fastener in order to 
said threaded screw fastener into the substxlate, 

whereby said threaded screw fastener can be rotat- 
ably driven and installed within the substrate provided said 
drive means defined upon said rotary tool cc rresponds to at 
least one of said dual drive means defined v.pon said head 
portion of said threaded screw fastener. 
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